Greenwich Peninsula Ecology Park

Information for Secondary School Teachers

Before a booking is accepted, you must read the health and safety statement on the separate page, sign it and send it back to us or bring it with you on the day of your visit.

What is the Ecology Park?

The Ecology Park is a 4 acre freshwater wetland site on the Greenwich Peninsula.  It was created by English Partnerships (the government regeneration agency) in 2000 as part of the redevelopment of brownfield land on the Peninsula and forms the central focus of the Greenwich Millennium Village.  The Trust for Urban Ecology was brought in to manage the site in February 2002 and the Park has since been open to the public, hosting events and school visits.

The Park comprises 2 lakes plus areas of shingle beach, marsh, meadow and wet woodland.  The site has a network of wooden boardwalks, 2 bird hides and some interesting special features to attract wildlife.  The Park is situated beside the River Thames with good views over a natural shoreline.

What can the Ecology Park offer schools?

A visit to the Ecology Park is a practical experience of an urban nature site with a range of habitats, complementing many areas of the National Curriculum (see below) and other stages of study.  The wardens offer guided tours of the Park and can focus on any topic that fits in with your area of study.  We can also offer help with survey work on plants, birds and invertebrates, including dragonflies and damselflies in the warmer months (May to October).  We can provide worksheets or fun quizzes on various topics if requested in advance.  

The wardens can also extend the tour to take in other areas of the Greenwich Peninsula and parts of the Millennium Village to look at aspects of urban design and sustainable development.  We are keen to encourage the next generation of planners and architects to think about the inclusion of nature in development schemes, whether urban or rural.

We welcome and encourage visits by special needs units and schools and can adapt visits and topics to suit your requirements.  If you are a local school, we can also arrange back up visits to take a look at your school grounds.  If you don’t already have a wildlife area, we can advise you on how to go about creating one.

If you would like your students to get involved in practical conservation work, we can arrange habitat management tasks in spring, autumn and winter – ask the wardens for more details.
For half day or short session visits, you can arrive early or stay later for a picnic lunch if you advise the wardens when booking.  If booking half days visits for 2 classes, please be aware, when arranging lunch, that the Gatehouse centre can only accommodate one class at any one time.  There is a larger village green close by suitable for picnics.  In wet weather, you may be able to sit in the Gatehouse but it will be cramped!
Which units of the National Curriculum are covered?

Key Stage 3 Science:

Unit 7C Environment and feeding relationships

Unit 7D Variation and classification

Unit 8D Ecological relationships

Unit 9C Plants and photosynthesis

Unit 9D Plants for food

Key Stage 3 Geography:

Unit 16  What is development?

Key Stage 3 Citizenship:

Unit 21  People and the environment

Key Stage 4 Citizenship:

Unit 12  Global issues, local action

Key Stage 3 Art and Design:

Unit 7B  What’s in a building?

GCSE level:

Let us know what aspect of the Ecology Park and surrounding area you want to study and we can arrange an appropriate tour or activity

What are the facilities at the Park?

The site has a network of wooden boardwalks, which are suitable for wheelchairs.  The 2 bird hides are also accessible.  

There is a small visitor centre (the Gatehouse) with displays and information but no classroom facilities – most of the visit will take place outdoors and there is enough to do around the site itself for a whole session.  

There is one toilet (which is fully accessible) in the Gatehouse.

In wet weather, we still go out in the Park but there is shelter in the Gatehouse and in the bird hides.

We have pond dipping nets and trays, magnifiers, collection jars, binoculars, identification books and clipboards plus collected flora and fauna.

How many pupils can I bring?

We can accommodate a group of up to 30 children at one time.  

How many adults should I bring?

Secondary classes should discuss ratios with the wardens at the time of booking

We ask that all accompanying adults take equal responsibility for the students.

Is there a charge?

Educational visits are free.  We reserve the right to charge for missing items of equipment at the end of a session.  

How do I book a visit?

Just ring the site wardens, Joanne Smith or Tony Day, on 020 8293 1904 or email us at TRUE@btcv.org.uk.  We normally book in school visits on a Monday or Tuesday as the Park is closed to the public on those days and you would have full use of the facilities.

Health and Safety Guidelines for visiting schools

Please read the following notes and sign on the separate page.

We would greatly appreciate your help in observing the following points for the benefit of people and wildlife alike:

· Although visits are guided by the site wardens, we expect teachers and assistants to keep control at all times.

· Due to the nature of the site, with 2 lakes and the river close by, we must insist that groups stay together at all times. 

· Students should not run on the boardwalks and should keep to the path network so as not to disturb sensitive habitats.

· Equipment is marked and any missing at the end of the session may be charged to the school.

· However tempting, under no circumstance should wild plants or animals (frogs, newts, insects etc) be removed from the Park.  The Ecology Park is the ideal home for many plants and animals that would not survive elsewhere, some or which are rare or protected by law.

· The Park is a nature reserve, which is home to a large number of wild plants & fungi vital to the ecology of the site. The majority are harmless, though there may be a few which cause illness if eaten. For this reason, all visitors are requested NOT TO EAT anything they find growing here.

· Contact between soil or pond water and an open cut is to be avoided.  Plasters can be provided.  Although the water is of high quality, as an added safety precaution, everyone who comes into contact with pond water should wash his or her hands afterwards and especially before eating.  Full risk assessments are available on request.

· In the event of fire, please follow instructions given by site staff.  There is a fire bell and a flashing red light.  There are 2 fire assembly points – by the sundial outside the Gatehouse and on the pond dipping area on the inner boardwalk.

· The Trust for Urban Ecology cannot take responsibility for loss or damage to belongings left unattended around the Park or in the Gatehouse.

·  Care should be taken by the river.  There is no public access to the foreshore. 

· Please report all accidents to Park staff, however slight and regardless of whether medical attention is necessary.

· To help us maintain the Ecology Park as a safe place for students to learn, teachers are asked to report to staff any health & safety hazards they might encounter.  

Your co-operation with the above is much appreciated. If you have any questions or comments, please don’t hesitate to contact staff in the Gatehouse.  Please keep this page and sign and return the following page (or bring it with you on the day).

I have read and understood the above and agree to follow the guidelines on a visit to the Ecology Park

NAME OF TEACHER SUPERVISING VISIT:

SIGNED:  …………………………………………………………………

NAME OF SCHOOL:

YEAR GROUP:

DATE OF VISIT BOOKED:

CONTACT PHONE NO:

