Greenwich Peninsula Ecology Park

Information for Primary School Teachers

Before a booking is accepted, you must read the health and safety statement on the separate page, sign it and send it back to us or bring it with you on the day of your booking.

What is the Ecology Park?

The Ecology Park is a 4 acre freshwater wetland site on the Greenwich Peninsula.  It was created by English Partnerships in 2000 as part of the regeneration of brownfield land on the Peninsula.  The Trust for Urban Ecology was brought in to manage the site in February 2002 and the Park has since been open to the public, hosting events and school visits.

The Park comprises 2 lakes plus areas of shingle beach, marsh, meadow and wet woodland.  The site has a network of wooden boardwalks, 2 bird hides and some interesting special features to attract wildlife.  The Park is situated beside the River Thames with good views over a natural shoreline.
What can the Ecology Park offer schools?

A visit to the Ecology Park is an exciting hands-on experience of nature for children and complements many areas of the National Curriculum (see below).  The wardens offer guided tours of the Park and can focus on your class topic, for example, habitats, plant growth, life cycles and plants and animals in the local environment.   We can also offer a range of group activities, including pond dipping, close up observation and drawing of pond invertebrates, minibeast hunts, birdwatching, worksheets or fun quizzes on various topics as well as art activities, such as sketching and clay modelling.

We recommend a day visit so that you can have a focussed tour in the morning, lunch on site and then a choice of 3 group activities, as mentioned above, in the afternoon (with the class split into 3 groups doing each activity for approximately 20 to 30 minutes).  
You are also welcome to book ½ day visits, which some nursery and reception classes prefer, or morning and afternoon visits for 2 classes of the same year group.  When booking one class for a half day session, you can arrive early or stay later for a picnic lunch if you advise the wardens when booking.  If booking half days visits for 2 classes, please be aware, when arranging lunch, that the Gatehouse centre can only accommodate one class at any one time.  There is also a larger village green close by, suitable for picnics.  
We welcome and encourage visits by special needs units and schools and can adapt visits and topics to suit your requirements. If you are a local school, we can also arrange back up visits to take a look at your school grounds.  If you don’t already have a wildlife area, we can advise you on how to go about creating one.

A visit to the Park is an excellent way to learn about concepts that may be hard for children to understand in a classroom setting.  We encourage children to use as many senses as possible to discover the plants and animals in the Park (health and safety permitting!).  
Which units of the National Curriculum are covered?

Key Stage 1 and 2 Science:

Unit 1B Growing plants

Unit 2B Plants and animals in the local environment

Unit 2C Variation

Unit 3B Helping plants grow well

Unit 3D Rocks and soils

Unit 4B Habitats

Unit 5B Life cycles plus adapted unit 5B

Unit 6A Interdependence and adaptation

Unit 6B Micro-organisms (short unit)

Key Stage 1 and 2 Geography:

Unit 6 Investigating the local area (Year 6)

Unit 8 Improving the environment (Year 4)

Unit 14 Investigating rivers (Year 6)

Key Stage 1 and 2 Art and Design:

Inspiration for art and design units, especially relating to Unit 2B Mother Nature, designer.  Children are welcome to collect materials for collage under the guidance of the wardens.
Key Stage 1 and 2 Design & Technology:

Unit 1D Homes focussing on the Millennium Village with the Ecology Park in the centre
Key Stage 1 and 2 Citizenship:

Unit 06 Developing our school grounds – lots of inspiration and advice!

We can combine any of these units on your visit and we welcome suggestions of other units you would like to cover.  Your visit can include the Ecology Park only, or also cover the Millennium Village development or the river Thames just outside.  

What are the facilities at the Park?

The site has a network of wooden boardwalks, which are suitable for buggies and wheelchairs.  The 2 bird hides are also accessible.  

There is a small visitor centre (the Gatehouse) with displays and information but no classroom facilities – most of the visit will take place outdoors and there is enough to do around the site itself for a whole session.  

There is one toilet (which is fully accessible) in the Gatehouse.

In wet weather, we still go out in the Park but there is shelter in the Gatehouse and in the bird hides.

We have pond dipping nets and trays, magnifiers, bug jars, binoculars, quiz sheets, books and clipboards plus collected flora and fauna to show the children.

When is the best time to visit the Park?

· March and April are good months for visits to look at habitats and plants during the spring season plus the frog life cycle (with frogspawn and tadpoles).
· May through to October is a good time for bug hunting and for the wardens to use sweep nets and butterfly nets in the meadows for a close up look at invertebrates.
· June to October is the best time to look at dragonflies and their life cycle.
· The wild flower meadows are at their peak in late June and July but there are lots of wetland flowers in May and June - good opportunities for looking at plant life cycles 

· Pond dipping (using small nets and trays to catch and take a close up look at water invertebrates) can be carried out any time between March and early November.
How many pupils can I bring?

We can accommodate a group of up to 30 children at one time (30 is the maximum number we can accommodate due to health and safety reasons).  

How many adults should I bring?

The minimum recommended adult/pupil ratio is:

Nursery – 1:2

Reception to Year 3 – 1:6
Years 4 to 6 – 1:10

but please bring extra adults if you feel you need them, or have special needs children who require allocated adults.  We ask that all accompanying adults take equal responsibility for the children.

What should the children wear?

Please ask the children to wear suitable clothes as some activities may involve sitting on the ground or lying on a boardwalk to do pond dipping.  Although there are boardwalks, there are nettles and brambles growing in the park, so open-toed sandals are not suitable.  In hot weather, please make sure children are adequately protected with sun cream, hats etc.  We have a drinking water supply, but schools are welcome to bring their own drinks.  In cold or wet weather, please make sure children are wearing waterproof or warm clothing.  Please also bring a spare set of clothes in an appropriate size for your class age (we have emergency blankets and towels).
Is there a charge?

Educational visits are free.  We reserve the right to charge for missing items of equipment at the end of a session.  

How do I book a visit?

Just ring Joanne Smith or Tony Day, the site wardens, on 020 8293 1904 or email us at TRUE@btcv.org.uk.  We book school visits on Mondays and Tuesdays as the Park is closed to the public on those days and you will have full use of the facilities and 2 wardens on site.  Please be aware that we book up very quickly for the spring and summer terms, so book early!
Health and Safety Guidelines for visiting schools

Please read the following notes and sign on the separate page.

We would greatly appreciate your help in observing the following points for the benefit of people and wildlife alike:

· Although visits are guided by the site wardens, we expect teachers and assistants to keep control at all times.

· Due to the nature of the site, with 2 lakes and the river close by, we must insist that groups stay together at all times. 

· Students should not run on the boardwalks and should keep to the path network so as not to disturb sensitive habitats.

· Equipment is marked and any missing at the end of the session may be charged to the school.

· However tempting, under no circumstance should wild plants or animals (frogs, newts, insects etc) be removed from the Park.  The Ecology Park is the ideal home for many plants and animals that would not survive elsewhere, some or which are rare or protected by law.

· The Park is a nature reserve, which is home to a large number of wild plants & fungi vital to the ecology of the site. The majority are harmless, though there may be a few which cause illness if eaten. For this reason, all visitors are requested NOT TO EAT anything they find growing here.

· Contact between soil or pond water and an open cut is to be avoided.  Plasters can be provided.  Although the water is of high quality, as an added safety precaution, everyone who comes into contact with pond water should wash his or her hands afterwards and especially before eating.  Full risk assessments are available on request.

· In the event of fire, please follow instructions given by site staff.  There is a fire bell and a flashing red light.  There are 2 fire assembly points – by the sundial outside the Gatehouse and on the pond dipping area on the inner boardwalk.

· The Trust for Urban Ecology cannot take responsibility for loss or damage to belongings left unattended around the Park or in the Gatehouse.

·  Care should be taken by the river.  There is no public access to the foreshore. 

· Please report all accidents to Park staff, however slight and regardless of whether medical attention is necessary.

· To help us maintain the Ecology Park as a safe place for students to learn, teachers are asked to report to staff any health & safety hazards they might encounter.  

Your co-operation with the above is much appreciated. If you have any questions or comments, please don’t hesitate to contact staff in the Gatehouse.  Please keep this page and sign and return the following page (or bring it with you on the day).

I have read and understood the above and agree to follow the guidelines on a visit to the Ecology Park

NAME OF TEACHER SUPERVISING VISIT:

SIGNED:  …………………………………………………………………

NAME OF SCHOOL:

YEAR GROUP:

DATE OF VISIT BOOKED:

CONTACT PHONE NO:

